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Children will be riding more safely in their car seats this winter.

Donna Eng, a NJ mom, has solved the dilemma of how to keep children safe AND warm in their car seats.  

According to the National Highway & Traffic Safety Association (NHTSA) and the Insurance Institute, a child should never wear a thick coat when strapped into a car seat.

A coat may be bulky, but it is still mostly air pockets and fluffy insulation. In a crash, the child’s body would be thrown against the harness straps, and the coat would flatten into a thin layer. What started as a tight-fitting harness would become too loose, and -- in a fraction of a second -- the child could be ejected from the car seat. In fact, 58% of children ride too loosely in their car seats. That’s why safety experts discourage parents from letting their children wear coats in car seats.

Eng’s invention, called the Car Seat Poncho, is a hooded poncho with a two-way zipper, which opens from both the top and the bottom. The patent-pending design allows the garment to surround the child and the car seat without compromising safety.

Says Eng, “I’m a big ‘what if’ person. Once I read about the possibility of my child being ejected from his car seat, I knew I had to do something.”

The poncho is also convenient. It goes on quickly and easily, without sleeves. In addition, the two-way zipper allows the parent to adjust how much or how little the child is covered, so that he or she does not overheat inside the car. 

The Car Seat Poncho is available in Small (6-24 months) and Medium/Large (3T-4T), and is sold online at www.carseatponcho.com.
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